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In 1962 the National Science Foundation (NSF) created a clearinghouse for Antarctic information intended 

to foster the global, free exchange of data and publications between scientists and researchers. With 

funding from NSF, the Library of Congress began assembling the Antarctic Bibliography in 1963, and full-

text of the items listed in the bibliography was later captured on microfiche for preservation. The 

Antarctic Bibliography primarily consists of journal articles, monographs, technical reports and conference 

proceedings collected by the Library of Congress; however, other polar libraries contributed a generous 

amount of grey literature material to the bibliography as well. Only a few copies of the microfiche 

collection were created and distributed, so the full-text version is a rare resource preserved in an 

increasingly less accessible format. The goal of the Polar Digitization project at the National Science 

Foundation Library is to make the full-text grey literature materials from the Antarctic Bibliography 

microfiche collection, including unpublished works, materials from conferences that are not readily 

available and rare government reports, available to the public electronically on the web through 

digitization and cataloging.  

 

For our pilot study, we selected approximately one thousand frames of grey literature materials from the 

full-text fiche version of the Antarctic Bibliography. These frames were then digitized by the OCLC 

Preservation Unit. Initially, our budget to begin this project was $10,000. However, because funding for 

the digitization project has been reallocated, it is currently on hold. The Antarctic Bibliography is currently 

maintained and updated online by the American Geological Institute (AGI). Once the grey literature has 

been digitized, processed and cataloged, the NSF Library intends to collaborate with AGI to make the 

materials available to the public.   
 


