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Problem/goal - Grey literature is difficult to define. The most common definition, the so-called 

‘Luxembourg definition’, was discussed and approved during the 3rd International Conference on Grey 

Literature in 1997: “(Grey literature is) that which is produced on all levels of government, academics, 

business and industry in print and electronic formats, but which is not controlled by commercial 

publishers”.1  In 2004, at the 6th International Conference on Grey literature in New York City, a 

postscript was added: “…not controlled by commercial publishers i.e. where publishing is not the primary 

activity of the producing body”.  As for the earlier definition from the U.S. Interagency Gray Literature 

Working Group (1995), the main characteristic of this definition is its economic perspective on grey 

literature, based on business, publishing and distribution models of the disappearing Gutenberg era.  

Grey literature is not a specific category of document but a specific (non commercial) way of access and 

dissemination of information. The definition of grey literature is an economic definition, nothing else. With 

the changing research environment and new channels of scientific communication, it becomes clear that 

grey literature needs a new conceptual framework.2 During the last GL conferences, several 

communications raised the question of how to (re)define grey literature, under different perspectives. But 

so far, there is no conceptual work on grey literature on the Internet, in open archives, on the social 

Web. Our contribution fills the gap. 

Research method/procedure - Our project applies a two-step-methodology.  First of all, we provide a 

state of the art of terminology and definitions of the last decade, especially (but not exclusively) based on 

contributions to the GL conference series (2003-2009) and on original articles published in The Grey 

Journal (2005-2010). To this state of the art, we shall add a multi-facet analysis of the problems raised 

by these definitions. Secondly, we shall conduct an exploratory survey with a sample of scientists, 

publishing and LIS professionals from the TextRelease Author Directory 1994-2010 and through the 

GreyNet listserv, with a focus on new business models, publishing vectors and distribution channels. Our 

intention is to assess attitudes towards and usage of the Luxemburg/New York definition and to gather 

elements for a new definition. 

Anticipated results - Based on the state of the art and the survey data, we shall make a proposal for a 

new definition of grey literature (“Prague definition”). This definition should be functional, systemic, 

context-sensitive and linked to new business models, e.g. with regards to e-commerce (long tail) and the 

open access principle. Maybe it is too early yet to provide a consensual definition of grey literature with 

respect to the new, post-Gutenberg environment. Nevertheless the growing corpus of GL studies provides 

sufficient evidence to propose at least a controversial concept of grey literature in 2010. 
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1 See J. Schöpfel & D. J. Farace (2010). `Grey Literature'. In M. J. Bates & M. N. Maack (eds.), Encyclopedia of Library and Information 
Sciences, Third Edition, pp. 2029-2039. CRC Press. 
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